800      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler
Head Quarters, Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Army oj the James, in the Field, VA., October SQth, 1864
HENRY J. RAYMOND, Chairman of the National Executive Committee, NEW YORK
SIR: I have delayed answering the note of your committee, kindly inviting me to address the citizens of New York during the political canvass, in the hope that I might find time when my duties in the field would permit me so to do. I find it impossible, however, to visit New York without a sacrifice of public duties which seem to me imperative. This is a source of regret if it is possible that anything I might say would influence a single voter in the discharge of the high duty which devolves upon him. The contest for the life of the Nation is transferred from battle-field to the political canvass, and a victory at the polls by those who love the Union and are willing its perpetuity should be maintained by the bullet if need be, achieved by the Ballot, will go very far towards all contest in the field. The struggle of the Rebellion is prolonged by the hope of being able to maintain it against a divided country, and would cease to-day were it thoroughly made known, as I doubt not it will be by the result of the election, that the country is harmonious and the Government not to be embarrassed by party action. A vote, therefore, for the Union is equal to a recruit to the army, and the true way for the loyal North to avoid a farther draft on their men and means to put down the rebellion is to show a vigorous and united determination to supply the Government with both, if it becomes necessary to use them. It is an axiom of political economy that thorough preparation for war by a nation in time of peace will avert war, and it would seem to be not less axiomatic that full and thorough preparation to carry on war and the appliance of the whole power which the Nation possesses will end the war.
Not meaning to impugn the patriotism or loyalty of many of those of my fellow-citizens who will support the Chicago platform in the coming election, I only utter the fullest conviction of my judgment in declaring that the action of those who thus use their power as electors is more detrimental to the country and more beneficial to the rebellion than if they placed themselves actively in arms side by side with the rebels in the field, and left a united country to sustain the Government and us.